Fits, faints and funny turns. A general diagnostic approach.
The patient presenting with a fit, faint or 'funny turn' can present a diagnostic dilemma for the general practitioner. This article aims to provide an overview of the diagnostic approach to these 'episodes'. The key to diagnosis is to elicit a clear history focussing on the lead-up to the episode, a description of what took place and the events that took place after the episode. The patient's feelings, symptoms, circumstances and provocative factors give vital information.